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Musical highlight of
summer had plenty of |
good vibes

Thiz summer, Fairfield County hosted one of its
busiest and brightest mugic ssasons ever. On just about
any night of the week, you could find an putdoar con-
rarl al places like the Levitl in Weatport, Allve @& Five in
stamford, CHIRP in Ridgefield, the Library Series in
Wilton, the Chill Cut Festival in Fairfisld. Soundszof tha
World in Bridgeport, the Ives Center concerts in Dan-
hary and at all the events sponsored by the Norwalk
Recreation and Parks Department.

{ine of the bigzest happenings of them all was the
Gathering of the Vibes celebrarion at Seaside Fark i
Eridgeport. The four-day event, which direw 2,00 par-
ticiparts per day, capped off a brilllent summer ol
music tor area fans. The Vibes was my perspnal favarite
not only because T liked many of the headliners this
vear but alss because 1 experienced the sounds of the
festival in a variety of wovs,

Ecfore checking into the concert site on Thursday
right. | made a quick stop at Tocal radio station WEEXN.
The studins are walking distanze to Seaside Park, and
the statlon was brogdeasting the concerts live aver 12
29.5 FIM and 887 WEKM fequencies. During the week-
end WPEN was dubbed Radio Vibes. | volunteer for
WEPER, which is a community voluniect, Nstenar-sup
ported station, and 1 hos: a radie show there twice &
onth. One of my duties that weekend would be moni-
toring the buard at the studio during the Friday after-
noon shows,

When 1 arrived at the ceneert site that night, the
erowd was genoving to Denna Jean &-the Fricksters.
Thursday's crowd was limited to weekend ticket hold-
ats, 20 getting close to the stage that evening was tasy
The weather was clegr and warm, and Donna Jean God-
chanx MacKav provided the perfect aural backdrop for
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the gorgeous sunset over the
citw The Vibes main stage
wis  dctually  two  laree
stages set up next to cach
olhier underneath the huge
band shell in the center of
Seaside Park As one band
plavs on one stage, another
band iz either breaking
down eguipment or setiing
up to play nexi.

Following Donna Jearn on
the main stage was Dark
Star Orchestra, playing
note-for-note renditions of a
Grateful Dead concert as it
closed out the Vibes opening
night. The band returns to
the area, playing The Klein
in Bridgeport on Nov. 23.

Friday afternoon, I was
back at the WPKN studios,
monitoring the Vibes live
broadcast while my eol-
leagues manned a board
behind the main stage at the
concert site. [ got to hear the
highly original pop and
jazzy sounds of Ryan Mont-
bleau, who did a great
improvised version of Paul
MeCartneyv's “Open  the
Door, Let Them In," placing
the names of various Vibes
performers in the chorus.
Porter Batiste Stoltz, who
got stuck in traffic on 1495,
arrived late but still cooked
with funky New Orleans
rock and fusion. Assembly
of Dust followed with pop
originals that combined
folk, rock, a bit of country
and improvisation. Donna

Jean even joined in on one
of the tunea. The band will
play the Fairfield Theater
Company on Oct. 2. After
this ant, [ Ieft the radio sta-
tiom studios and was off (o
the conceri site in persoi.
The crowds seemed to have
tripled in size from the
night before. I got there just
in time (o experience the
end of the Zappa Plays
Zappa show. The band, led
by Dweezil Zappa, son of the
late great Frank Zappa, did
not disappoint Dweezil
plaved superb guitar flour-
ishes that echoed through
the fields and out into the
sireets of Brideeport. He's
returning to the area, too,
plaving a show al The Klein
on Nov. 1. Local stars Deep
Eanana Blackout came on
next. Introduced to the stage
by DBridgeport Mayor Bill
Finch, the band played a
highly charged mix of rock,
funk and jam band excel-
lence. They ended their sat
jumping in unison to the
music, like they were on
pogo sticks, to the ecstatic
crowd. Friday's closing act.
the Black Crowes, took the
gtage at 11 p.m. The band,
led by charismatic lead
singer Chris Robinson, gal-
vanized the festival andi-
enca with hard, loud, rock
and heavy doses of twin
lead guitar sclos by Rich
Rohinson, Chris" brother,
and Luther Dickinson, for-
merly of the North Missis-
sippi All-Stars. The Crowes

sot ended a full two hours
later, at 1 a.m.

Saturday. the festival
axperienced an afternoon
rain delay bt ot hefore the
Alternate Rowtes returned
to its hometown after tour-
ing the coundry insupport of
its nationally distributed
debut diz¢ on Vanguard
Records. The Routez opened
up the day's main stage
show, Which I heard over the
radio, with pup originals,
singer-songwriter  tunes,
and meaty rock jams. Later
in the day, 1 also caught
parts of the Taj Mahal Trio's
funky blues on the radio,
knowing that Tajs seminal
music has been a staple on
'WPEN [or decades.

Sunday; T returned to the
concert site in time to ses
Nerek Trucks share the
stape with hiz wife, hlues
star Susan Tedeschi. Trcks
iz one of the leading pui-
larizts on the sceme todaw,
and z2eing him and his wife
trading songs and guitar
licks was itself worth the
price of admission. Closing
the day and the weekend,
the MNeville Brothers prowvid-
ed the ideal finishing touch-
ey for the Vibes, T lstened to
the band's patented New
Orleans funk and vocals
ematating from the stage as



Eappa pliys Zapa, leaturing Dweesil Zappa, second from lef.

T sat by the water and looked |
ot on Long Island Sound, .
Although the Gathering of t
the Vibes dispersed a few
wecks apo, the [lestival |
returns to the zame Seaside
Park location next summer. .
Concert organizers reached |
an agreement with the City
ntficials that will keep the
Vihes in Bridgeport for sev- -
eral summers tn corme.

If vou're looking for a fes- -
tival this Labor Day week- -
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end, check out the Rhythm
f Roots Festlval presenting
a mix of blues and Zydeco
sounds at Ninigret Park in
Charlestown, R.L 'The tasti-
val takes place tomorrow
through Sunday and fea-
lures Paul Geremia, Kcb
Mo, Marcia Ball, Robert
Cray, David Bromberg, Dan
Hicks, Steve Riley and
many, many more. Ninegret
Park is located] just off 128.1
o Rhode Island's South
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Shore. Festival hours ars
Friday from 5 p.m. to mid-
night, and Saturday and
Sunday, noon to midnight.
For more information,
including performance
gchedules, visit wwwrhoth-
mandroots.com, or call 1-
BBE-BRD-GI0.

GGoi  coscert  oF  WMUSI
news? Semd i to; Mike
Horyvczun, B0, Box 2308
Stamford, CT (656-0308.



